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American Romanticism

Important Historical Background

« Period of rapid growth: Louisiana Purchase,
‘nationalism, and self-awareness.

+ War of 1812- America is “for real”

« Mexican-American War (1846-1848) - Texas comes in
asa slave state

* Rapid Growth in transportation—canals, roads,
rai l‘ Iro: V.d -

Tt tele h, steel
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A Brief Cuide to Romanticizan

"In spute of & fference of sml and climate, of lmguage and manners, of laws and customs,
i spete of tangs sletly gone out of mand and thungs violently destroved, the Poet bands
together by pasnon md knowledge the vast empare of human socety, a1t 15 spread over
the whals earth, aod over all ume The objects of the Poet's thoughts are sveary where,
though the eves and senses of man are, 1t 15 true. bus favonte gudes. yet he will follow
wheresoever he can Bnd an atmospheres of sensation 1n whach 1 move s vangs Poetry
15 the Bret and last of all knowdedge--it1s as cmmertal as the heart of man *

--William Wordswarth, “Brefacs to Lyncal Ballads®

Fomanbasn was aguably the largest atistc movement of the late 17005 Itz influence
was felt across continents and through every atishic distphne into the oud-mnsteenth
century, and masy of 13 values and beliefs can stll be seen in contemporary postry

It s dhfBcult to penpennt the exact start of the Romantic movement, as its bepnmngs can
be traced to many events of the me a surge of wnterest i (olidare o the mad- to late-
sghteenth century wath the work of the brothers Gnmm, reactions aganst neoclasnasm
and the Augustan poets in England and polincal events and upnmogs that fostered
matcnalists pnde

Fomante poets caltvated indimduabism, reverence for the natural wordd, dealism,
phyncal and emotional pasmen, and an interest in the mystic ad supemataral. Romantics
set themselves 1o oppontion to the order and rabonality of classcal and neodasmcal
artishic precepts 1o embrace freedom and revelution mn thewr art and polibes Germam
remantc posts included Frednch Schaller and Johann Wollgag von Goethe, amd Bntsh
poets much ar Williem Werdrworth, Sanwel Taylor Colendge, Percy Bymhe Shelley,
George Gorden Lord Byron, and Joha Keats propelled the Englizh Romantic movement
Victor Huge was a noted French Fomantic poet as well, and romanticism arossed the
Atlach: through the work of Amencmn pocts hke Wat Whatman and Edgar Allan Poe
The Romantic era produced many of the stereotypes of posts and postry that eam 1o thas
day (1 ¢, the poet as a hughly tortared and melancholy nimonary)

Romantc wdeals never speabically died out in poctry, but were largely absorbed into the
precepts of many other movements Traces of romantiaem hved on in French rymbalizm
and surealizm and 1n the werk of promazent poets such & Charles Bandelmre and Raner
Mana Falke

Romantic Literatare

Fomantic hierature focuses on nature. smotion, love and fear Fomantic wnters indude
Jobarm Wolfgeng von Goethe, Williem Weordraarth, Mary Shelly and Emsly Broate



Romanticism: Characteristics of Romanticism

Bomantiasm i an mgertant eracy mawerment whech Began o Westen Europge dunng 1Tth
eantury and serd an Ul the secord ket of 18th century. Bomanbosm charactenitics whedh
reflect in the stistic, iferary snd irfellecdusl works of that penod, confinue to influence atists
even ini thes cenfury, To gother ddegquate knowledge on the charadtenstics of remantiasm, read
(=2}

Eomantiosm 8 4 movement that emerged ad & reaction sdendgt Nesoassiosm, the sgs
preceding the Romertic movement. The Neodasscal 59 was also called the The age o
Enkghtenmant’, which emphatized on reasen snd legic. The Romantic penod manted to bress
awdy from the iredbhsnd &0l conveneiad that were Sear 1o the Neaclaiiesal &fe &0d makd may
for indradusiity and expeniment sbon. The Romanibe mevement o sad 1o hive emearged
Gy, which ot gpraad 12 Emgland as weil &3 France, hawever, the man source of
irspirgtion for Bomantiasm came from the events and ideclogees of the French Bewgiybion
Db than this, even the sndustriadl revolution whach begen dunng the seme penod i &0 sad
te be respontible for the development of RPomartioim. Theugh Romants slements were found
et e berature fanoe faweral DEriuTbEE, weas e paabbcation of Lyrcal Ballady h.-
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chir pcterietace. Read more on importance of e gture
Characterstics of Bodm anbicim

s lterature was the first to be sfleenced by the Wdeas and swdealoges of Bomanbiosm before
rpresding bo ot and masic, the characteristics of romanboem n terature are the same for
erkew Yt Feormd oo, Thevefore, 1#? ird lock af o ol 1he Pemanticadm Raracteritics mkadh
irfuened all the amiahic felds of that penad.

Lowve of Mature: The Romantics greatly amphasared on the importsnce of nature, and ne of
that rien characteritets of Romardesaim i poelry vl the by of nabure PFousd i the Sountry

lifé Tomards the oy ke, Tramelormeng man's natursl order. Nabure sad Hot only appreasied Por
ity physical beasuty by the Romentics, but slso for its ability to help the whban man find his bres
ey

Emalions w/s Rationality: Unbis the Neocaipsal age which focuged on rabsnabiy and
i, Bomanbiosm placed buman ermabons, Teslrgs, inebnct and imfustion above sverythang
else. While the posts i the former era sdhered to the rules and regulahorns whels selachng &
subject snd moteg abouk i, the Fomantic smters usfed their emotions and fesbings to oeate
gotry. Thil behel can be coohimed om the dethrabian of oty by Willi s Wordemsrth, where
e says thet “poelry v the igontansdud overflow of pomerful Feebngs™. The emphaas &n
ernobiond wal alie ipread to mudic onealed in e Romanbc penod. anvd Wad G680 i the
comipostiond maede by great mussoans ke Weber, Besthoven, Sohamann, stc

Artivt, the Creator Af the Romantic pensd emphamied ¢n emoboni, the postion or rele of
Ehep ADAL oF Phed posit G Jaendd JOpremacy. In e sarher Dimel, the MDA Wi §890 84 &
prEan who wTLated the ealermal wirld throwugh Fel 8. Homdwer, Bamanbiosm rdied thi
belief. The poet or arbiat was seen a5 & oreator of & piece of work which reflected his
insdisduality and mner mend, It was slis for the first tme that the poems wivtten ;m the first
pevson were being sccepted, as the poetic persona became one mth the voice of the post

M atbonalimm: The Bomantics berosed heavly from the follilore and the popular el Cunng the
earfier penpds, erature snd &t mere considered to Belong to the Fegh dass educated peopls
sl Ehe cowntry follcs were not conssdered Bt to enjoy them. Also, the language used in these
ki wire hughly poetic, wheth wad tolally &Merent from thal which wad ipoken by people
Homewer, Fomantioem changed all it Thewr works were influenced from the ballads and
Peliloie that wers oreabed by the midiel oF the common peopls, rabher than rom the Iilberary
rorks that were popular. Apart from poetry, adopting from the folilore and ballads 15 slso ome of

Characleristics of Romantic Literature

Hesmardicitm Law 3 Uhft feoen Faith in raason 1o Tath n the son e, Tealngs, and

g mation: o skeft Troem mterast in Wb an 5ok ey 0o an nlorest in e rural andnaturak
a shift fram public, Imperional poetry (o Subjecdiye poeting; and from condarm wikh tha
scientlic and mundans 1o inferest inthe mysleviows and infinka, Maink they cared
Jboud the individusl, inbwEion, and |maginstion

1. Imaginaticn o smotian o ¢ mofd mportant than resson and Tormal rokes:
i ination 15 3 g atew ay Lo ranscendent o perience and truth

2. Along thed samolindgs, ol ion anda reliande on “natural” Teding € a3 3 gudalo
Conduel Jne et over caontrolad, raticnality.

1, Romantic Rerature lendsto emphasize a lowve of nature, a respeect Tor
primill by Bm, and 3 valuing of the cammon, “naluwal™ man Romart s doalza
country Wie srd Dadiove That many of the il of socety are 3 resull of

wurbaniration
3. Nawe forthe Romantk s bocomes 3 means for civine revelation
(¥ dmnait i)

b. i isaloametaphor for the creative process—fthe river in “Eubla Khan)
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